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yet seen no traces. Æ. fuscatus of Pelzeln (Orn. Bras. p. 115), 
I may remark, is Empidonax bimaculatus. 

Of Mr. Ridgway’s third species of Hmpidochanes (E. 
oliva [?] of Lawrence), for which the alternative name 
“ vireoninus” is suggested, seven specimens belonging to the 
two collections above mentioned are before me, from Colombia, 
Amazonia, Venezuela, and Tobago. One of these is the type 
of Ochtheca arenacea, Sel. et Salv. (P. Z. 8. 1877, p. 20). 
I fear, therefore, that Mr. Ridgway’s suggested term for this 
bird will also have to give way, and that the species must be 
called Empidochanes arenaceus. 1t must be confessed, how- 
ever, that Mr. Ridgway could not have been expected to 
look for a name for an Himpidochanes in the genus Ochtheca, 
and T feel that J almost owe him an apology for pointing out 
this identification ! 


TV.— Observations in the Eastern Pyrenees. By James 
Bacxnovuse, Junr., M.B.O.U. 


Durine the month of January, 1886, I made a short stay in 
the Department of the Pyrénées-Orientales in order to see a 
little of the ornithology of the district in the winter season ; 
and although, owing to the unusual severity of the weather 
(during the greater part of my visit) and to the shortness of 
time at my disposal, the results were not specially good, yet, 
considcring that this Department has never been thoroughly 
worked, I feel that I cannot do better than simply record 
what observations I was able to make on this occasion— 
the more so, as the scason of my visit was the one of all 
others during which the avifauna of the district is least 
observed. 

On January 4th I arrived at Perpignan, the chief town of 
the Department. Here the necessary “permis de chasse” 
was obtained, which, by the way, occupied most of the 
morning. Here also I found time to examine the market, 
which is a very rich one, and is always worth a visit, from 
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the variety of material brought into it from the numerous 
marshes between Perpignan and the sea on one side, and 
from the mountainous regions further inland on the other. 

From Perpignan I proceeded to Vernet-les-Bains, a small 
village and favourite French summer resort, snugly situated at 
the base of Mont Canigou, at an clevation of about 2000 fect 
above the sea-level. Fortunately the weather, for the first 
two or three days, was all that could be desired, and obser- 
vation was consequently easy. But before I left Vernet the 
weather had become unsettled and exceedingly cold, and 
snow, rain, and violent winds prevailed. 

At Vernet, too, I had the opportunity of looking over a 
small collection of birds shot in the district, and from this, 
thongh rapidly going to ruin (if not actually arrived there !), 
I was able to nke notes of several species which I had not 
the good fortune to meet with alive. 

My next point of observation was the valley of the Tech, 
lying immediately to the south of the Canigou range, 
bordered again to the south by the Spanish frontier. Here 
the nature of the ground is more rugged and wild, and 
consequently the avifauna (in winter time at any rate) is less 
varied and more restricted in numbers. 

Upon leaving the Tech valley, I again descended to Per- 
pignan, and again visited the bird-market and explored the 
flat, marshy region cor®iguous to the sea. 

The following is a résumé of my notes on the principal 
species obtained or observed :— 


1. Turnus viscivorus (Linn.). Massel Thrush. 


2. Turpus musicus (Linn.). Song Thrush. 
Both pretty abundant in the markets, but the latter less so. 


3. Turnus iniacus (Linn.). Redwing. 
Not actually met with in the Pyrénées-Oricntales, though 
seen in the Narbonne market in the adjacent Department of 
Aude. Lacroix, in his ‘ Catalogue Raisonné des Oiseaux 
observés dans les Pyrénées Françaises,” states that it is found 

in this Department in winter. 
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4. Turpus miraris (Linn.). Fieldfare. 
5. Turpus mERUL (Linn.). Blackbird. 
Both common everywhere. 


6. Turpus rorquarus (Linn.). Ring Ouzel. 
My only notice of this bird is from Vernet-les-Bains, where 
here is a specimen in the local collection before referred to. 


7. Monticozta cyanus (Linn.). Blue Roek Thrush. 
One in Perpignan market, and a bird, probably of this 
species, was heard singing in a rugged mountain-gorge south 


of Arles (Tech valley). (See ‘ Ibis,’ 1884, p. 369.) 


8. Cincius aquaticus (Bechst.). Dipper. 

9. Cincius aLgicoLLis (Vieill.).. Pale-backed Dipper. 

On most streams in the neighbourhood of Vernet and on 
the Tech river Dippers were noticed, in the former locality 
in very considerable numbers. Unfortunately, however, 
not a single speeimen fell to my gun, so that nothing definite 
can be said as to the species. Probably both occur in the 
Department. 

Lacroix says that Cinclus aquaticus inhabits the mountain- 
regions in summer, and the plains in winter, but the writer 
never observed a single example in the districts of the low 
country visited by him. 


10. Saxicota Leucura (Gmel.). Black Chat. 
Met with once only in Perpignan market. 
11, Pratincota RUBICOLA (Linn.). Stonechat. 


12. Ruricitya titys (Seop.). Black Redstart. 
One old male bird exposed for sale in Perpignan. 


13. Ertrnacus RUBECULA (Linn.). Robin. 
Abundant everywhere. 


14. SYLVIA ATRICAPILLA (Linn.). Blackeap. 
Common in Perpignan market and one shot also in the 
neighbourhood of Prades, west of Perpignan. 


15. SYLVIA MELANocEPHALA (Gm.). Sardinian Warbler. 
Once seen between Amélie and Arles; another the writer 
watched for some time between Perpignan and the sea. In 
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both cases these birds frequented small isolated thorn bushes 
on dry banks. Others appeared for sale in the market. 


16. Mexizornitus unpatus (Bodd.). Dartford Warbler. 
A bird, which was doubtless of this species, seen in the 
neighbourhood of Salses, a small village lying to the north 
of Perpignan, in close proximity to a large reedy marsh, 
which opens out into a lagoon nearer to the Mediterranean. 


17. Reeutus cristatus (Koch). Goldcrest. 

18. RecuLus 1enicaPitius (C. L. Brehm). Firecrest. 

These two species appeared to abound in both the valleys. 
A specimen of R. ignicapillus was brought to me at Vernet. 


19. PuyLLoscorus TROocHILUS (Linn.). Willow Wren. 
In Perpignan market. 


20. ACCENTOR MODULARIS (Linn.). Hedge Sparrow. 
Fairly common in the mountain regions. 


21. AcREDULA rosea (Blyth). British Long-tailed Tit- 
mouse. 

This species was very abundant in the vicinity of Vernet- 
les-Bains. Out of several family parties three or four speci- 
mens were obtained for identification. All these appear to 
be true A. rosea—i. e., with distinctly vinous-colonred and 
not grey scapulars. Not a single example of dcredula irbyi 
came under the writer’s observation in the Department ; 
and while writing upon this subject, it may be well to state 
that one of the two birds shot in the Central Pyrenees and 
recorded as A. irbyt (‘ Zoologist? 1884, p. 20) is probably 
also referable to the English form A. rosea. 


22. Parus Masor (Linn.). Great Titmouse. 
The most abundant species of Titmouse met with. 


23. Parus ater (Linn.). European Cole Titmouse. 

Noticed once only, in a small wood near to Amélie-les- 
Bains. Had the extensive forests lying round Mont Louis 
been examined, this species would doubtless have been met 
with more frequently. 
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24. PARUS CÆRULEUS (Linn.). Blue Titmouse. 
Very common everywhere. 


25. CERTHIA FAMILIARIS (Linn.). Creeper. 
Fairly abundant round Vernet. 


26. TICHODROMA MURARIA (Linn.). Wall Crecper. 

Not observed alive, though looked for long and earefully, 
but a stuffed specimen was in the local colleetion, shot, as 
the writer was informed, upon Mont Canigou. 


27. TrocLopytEes paArvuLuUS (Koch). Wren. 
Pretty generally distribated. 


28. MOTACILLA ALBA (Linn.). White Wagtail. 

A few on the upper waters of the Tech river, near Arles, 
but not once observed in the Tet valley. Frequently in the 
market at Perpignan. 


29. MOTACILLA MELANOPE (Pall.). Grey Wagtail. 
Numerous in most suitable localities. 


30. ANTHUS PRATENSIS (Linn.). Meadow Pipit. 

This bird seemed to be somewhat scarce, for only one was 
noticed near Amélie-les-Bains, and a few in Perpignan 
market. 


31. Lanius MERIDIONALIS (Temm.). Southern Grey 
Shrike. 

On January 12th a beautiful adult of this species was pur- 
chased in Perpignan, but it was the only representative of its 
genus that was met with, though, according to Lacroix, this 
bird is rather common in the Department. 


32. CARDUELIS ELEGANS (Steph.). Goldfinch. 
Very abundant near the coast, Iess so inland. 


33. SERINUS HORTULANUS (Koch). Serin Finch. 
Abundant. 


34, Licgurinus cuLoris (Linn.). Greenfinch. 
Perpignan market ; apparently not very common. 


35, Passer pomesticus (Linn.). House Sparrow. 
Abundant. 
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36. Passer MontTaNus (Linn.). Tree Sparrow. 
A few for sale in Perpignan market. 


37. Perronia sruLTAa (Gmel.). Roek Sparrow. 
Narbonne market. 


38. FRINGILLA CHLEBS (Linn.). Chaffinch. 

By far the commonest bird in the Department during 
the winter. Their numbers in the plains are simply astonish- 
ing, while great quantities were also noticed among the 
mountains. 


39. FRINGILLA MONTIFRINGILLA (Linn.). Brambling. 
A small flock watched feeding in a vineyard between Per- 
pignan and the coast. 


40. Linora cannasrna (Linn.). Linnet. 
Very abundant in the upper Tech valley and in the low 
country. 


4]. PYRRHULA vULGARIS (Naum.). Bullfinch. 
This species seems to be scarce in the Department in winter. 
A single bird only was obtained at Vernet-les-Bains. 


42. EMBERIZA MILIARIA (Linn.). Common Bunting. 
Secn not unfrequently in Perpignan market. 


43. Emperiza ciRLUS (Linn.). Cirl Bunting. 
One brought in the market at Prades, the only specimen I 
met with. 


44, EMBERIZA CITRINELLA (Linn.). Yellow Bunting. 
Abundant, especially in the low country. 


45, Emperiza cia (Linn.). Meadow Bunting. 
Very common indeed among the mountains and probably 
also noticed at Perpignan. 


46. EMBERIZA scHenicius (Linn.). Reed Bunting, 

Frequently to be seen in Perpignan and in the marshes 
bordering the sea near the little village of Salses before men- 
tioned. Scores might be seen among the reeds, in fact they 
were the only birds actually observed in the marsh. 
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47. ALAUDA cristata (Linn.). Crested Lark. 
Fairly abundant in the vineyards bordering the coast, and 
very partial to the highroads, but never notieed far inland. 


48. ALAUDA ARVENSIS (Linp.). Sky Lark. 
Very abundant, especially in the vineyards near to the 
coast. Vast numbers exposed for sale in all the markets. 


49. ALAUDA ARBOREA (Linn.). Wood Lark. 

The writer fell in with a small party of these birds on a 
barren hill-side near to the Spanish frontier, at an elevation 
of not less than 3000 feet above the sea-level, south-west 
of Amélie-les-Bains, and shot a eouple of specimens for 
identification. 


50. MELANOCORYPHA CALANDRA (Linn.). Calandra Lark. 
This handsome bird was frequently noticed in Perpignan 
market, but never satisfactorily identified on the wing. 


51. Srurnus vutearis (Linn.). Starling. 
A small flock of birds seen between Perpignan and the 
sea probably consisted of this species. 


52. GARRULUS GLANDARIUS (Linn.). Jay. 
Pretty abundant in the low country, resident also in the 
mountains. 


538. Pica rustica (Scop.). Magpie. 
Common everywhere. On one oceasion four were noticed 
all together upon a ridge above Vernet. 


54. Corvus corone (Linn.). Carrion Crow. 
55. Corvus corax (Linn.). Raven. 
Both these species were seen in the Tet and Tech valleys. 


56. Grcinus viripis (Linn.). Green Woodpecker. 
Two or three in Perpignan market. 


57. ALcEDO tspipa (Linn.). Kingfisher. 
One reported to me whilst at Vernet, but spoken of as 
“ très rare” ! 


58. Asro orvs (Linn.). Long-eared Owl. 
One at Vernet which had been recently killed. 
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59. Buso renavus (Forst.). Eagle Owl. 
One in the Vernet collection. 


60. ATHENE noctua (Retz.). Little Owl. 
This species was also in the same collection. 


61. Burro vurearis (Leach). Common Buzzard. 
One seen near Vernet, probably of this species. 
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62. AQUILA CHRYSAETUS (Linn.). Golden Eagle. 
One in the Vernet collection. 


63. AccıPITER NISUS (Linn.). Sparrow Hawk. 
One near Amélie. 


64. FaLco TINNUNCULUS (Linn.). Kestrel. 
Abundant in the Tct valley, also seen in the neighbourhood 
of Perpignan. 


65. ANSER, Sp. 

A Goose was noticed exposed for sale in Amélie- les- Bains, 
but not satisfactorily identified, though it possibly may have 
been A. segetum. 


66. Anas Boscas (Linn.). Wild Duck. 

The only specimens seen were brought into Perpignan 
market. 

67. QuEKQUEDULA crEcca (Linn.). Teal. 


Apparently the commonest Duck in the Department, 
judging from the numbers brought into the different markets. 


68. Mareca PENELOPE (Linn.). Wigeon. 
Frequently brought into Perpignan market. 


69. CoLtumBa paLuMBus (Linn.). Ring Dove. 
Plentiful in Perpignan market. 


70. CaccaBis RUFA (Linn.). Red-legged Partridge. 


71. PERDIX CINEREA (Linn.). Partridge. 
The former species was abundant, but of the latter one 
example only was observed in the market at Perpignan. 


72. Rarrus aquaticus (Linn.). Water Rail. 
Two or three exposed for sale in Perpignau. 


T4 Mr. E. Hargitt on two Species of Woodpeckers. 


73. GALLINULA CHLOROPUS (Linn.). Moorhen. 


74, Furca arra (Linn.). Coot. 
Both of these species appeared in Perpignan market. 


75. Œprexemus scoLorax (Gmel.). Stone Curlew. 
On January 18th a beautiful specimen appeared in Per- 
pignan market, and two more the following morning. 


76. CHARADRIUs PLUVIALIS (Linn.). Golden Plover. 


77. VANELLUS vuLGARIs (Bechst.). Peewit. 

Golden Plover were frequently exposed for sale in Per- 
pignan, and two or three parties of Peewits noted near to 
Rivesaltes. 

78. Scororax rusticuna (Linn.). Woodcoek. 

79. GALLINAGO cÆLESTIS (Frenzel). Common Snipe. 

80. GALLINAGO GALLINULA (Linn.). Jaek Snipe. 

The Woodcock was remarkably abundant throughout the 
Department, and commonly exposed for sale. The Common 
and Jack Snipe were seen in Perpignan market, the former 
in considerable numbers. 


81. Toranus ocnropus (Linn.). Green Sandpiper. 
Purchased in the flesh in Perpignan. 


82. Larus canus (Linn.). Common Gull. 
A flock of what was believed to be this species observed 
between Narbonne and Salses. 


V.—WNotes on Woodpeckers.—No. XIII. On Geeinus gorii, 
and on the male of Poliopicus ellioti. By Epwarp Har- 
citt, F.Z.S. 


Tne object of this short paper is to draw the attention of 
naturalists to some interesting Woodpeckers which have 
recently come under my notice, the first being a species of 
Gecinus from Southern Afghanistan, the other bird being the 
male of the rare Poliopicus ellioti from the Congo. A skin of 
the above-mentioned Gecinus has been brought to this country 
by Brigade-Surgeon Aitchison, naturalist with the Afghan De- 


